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Course review 
and exam 
prep



Agenda
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• What to expect in the exam and how to prepare.

• Activity: practice exam question. 



What to expect in the exam
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• You’ll have to answer 3 essay questions, one short, one medium-length, 
one long. You will have to discuss the artworks from the course modules 
as well as themes that relate to them.  

• These questions are broad and open-ended, they emphasize reflection, 
comparison, and interpretation. 

• You will not see questions on specific facts (e.g. “what year did the Great Mosque 

of Damascus begin construction?” “What does the lamb in the Ghent Altarpiece symbolize?”) 

however, knowing such facts will definitely help. 



What to expect in the exam
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• This is what you’ll see in the exam 
(just without the redactions)



How to prepare
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• Review the course modules and tutorial slides!

• Be prepared to discuss specific examples from the course (to describe 
them in detail and to identify relevant historical, artistic, and interpretive 
facts about them)

• Practice applying the methods and vocabulary you’ve learned to discuss 
artworks. 

• Look for connections: what themes run through the course? What are 
some of the factors (the big-picture topics) that connect different 
works/modules from the course?



How to prepare
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Use your exam-aid wisely!
You can bring in one letter sized 
page (standard 8.5x11 printer-paper, 
or smaller) where you can include 
whatever handwritten notes you 
want on both sides. 

Pro tip: preparing this sheet is a 
great way to study. 



• Hegel’s philosophy of art 


• Connoisseurship 


• Formalism 


• Iconography and iconology 


• Marxism and the social history of art 


• Feminism 


• Psychoanalysis 


• Semiotics 


• Postcolonialism

Activity: Practice exam question. 
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In small groups, choose one of the 
art historical methodologies from 
week 11. 

Find 2-3 examples from the course 
that you can apply that method to. 
Why its this method appropriate for 
these particular works? What can 
you learn from applying this method 
to them? 


